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FOREWORD 



^/V^n•W^A•Wrfb V\i<W^fV 



FORMERLY Poultry Keeping was in the hands of a com- 
paratively few iadividuals, but during the present century 
there has been a considerable increase in the numbers of 
those who keep poultry, not as a hobby only, but as a means of 
adding to their income. Years ago farmers took little interest 
in poiiltry, though it was thought to be the right and proper 
thing to keep some fowls. They belonged to the farm, but were 
too insignificant in value to warrant the farmer himself paying 
any attention to them, and they were left to the women folk. 
Not so to-day. At the present time farmers are becoming more 
and more interested in poultry, as they find, when properly 
managed, that poultry yield more profit than do the other 
livestock. Quite recently the writer was on a large dairy farm, 
on which 6,000 laying hens are kept, and was told by the farmer 
that his 6,000 hens provided him with more profit than did his 
300 milking cows. 

Essentials to success in poultry keeping are first of all good 
hoiirang, and here one must speak of the perfect ventilation of 
the houses which ensures that the birds shall receive an 
abundance of fresh air. Light is also essential. A well lighted 
hoiise admits the sunshine the most perfect of health givers. 
Then comes good feeding. All these things are essential to the 
health of the birds and success of the owner, but on the most 
.perfectly eqtiipped poultry farms one finds great consideration 
given to sanitation and a free use 
made of disinfectants. Lideed, 
such use is absolutely necessary. 
One may say that with all the care 
given by thoughtful breeders to 
housing and feeding, the 
1 
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i 
use of a thoroughly effective disinfectant is needed to keep, 
disease at a distance. 

Here we would mention the; value of some of the preparations 
manufactured by the publishers of this booklet. 

Kerol Fluid and Kerol Sanitary Powder, used regularly for 
the disinfection of all houses, coops and runs, enable the birds 
to enjoy to the fuU, all the benefits which come from living 
in a pure atmosphere. The internal administration of Kerol 
Fluid through the drinking water and mashes is of the greatest 
service in keeping away the diseases to which poultry flesh 
is heir. 

It is well known even to those who have not specialised 
experience that poultry are very liable to attack from such 
enemies as red mite, and other kinds of feather lice. These mayji 
■all be kept at bay if the nest boxes and dust baths are regularly 
dusted with Pulvex Vermin Powder, and the ends of thel 
perches painted with Kerol. 

The soil in and about the runs is liable to become sour and 
contaminated with infective material in the form of bacteria, 
which are a fruitful source of disease. These bacteria should be 
destroyed by the regular application of either Kerol Disinfec- 
tant or Kerol Sanitary Powder. 

Prevention is better than cure, and the poultry keeper who 
regularly uses Kerol preparations 
among his stock wiU have little 
trouble arising from disease. A 
description of Kerol Preparations 
will be found at the end of this 
booklet. 
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The Diseases of Poultry 



IT would not be possible in a small booklet to deal extensively 
with all the diseases which attack poultry. We can do no 
more than draw attention to those which are most general 
and which may be treated by the poultry keeper himself. 
Where Kerol Fltiid is recommended for iatemal use in the case 
of any of the following diseases, it must be remembered that 
jthe risk of such disease being incurred will be considerably 
minimised it such admioistration has been a matter of routine 
and, moreover, the birds will have become accustomed to the 
treatment and will more readily accept the stronger doses 
required. 

BACILLARY WHITE DIARRHOEA 

This is the most fatal and widespread disease to which young 
chicks are exposed. 

It shows no characteristic symptoms which distinguish it 
from other intestinal diseases. The wings are droopy and 
the feathers ruffled ; the birds appear sleepy and there is 
little or no appetite. There is also a frothy brownish white 
discharge from the vent. A post mortem examination does 
not indicate with absolute certainty that a chicken has died 
from the disease. A bacteriological examination is essential 
for a reliable diagnosis. 

In infected runs Kerol should be appUed to the soil at a 
jdilution of 1-400, or 1 tablespoonful to 5 quarts. Incubators, 
brooders and houses should be thoroughly washed with Kerol 
i (1-100). 

BUMBLE FOOT 

This is an inflamed condition of the ball of the foot, and is 
caused by keeping birds in pens on hard boards, by damage 
to the foot from bits of glass, splinters or thorns. In simple 
cases bathe the affected part with Kerol and hot water, 
1 to 100, dry carefuUy and 
apply Lano-Kerol and bandage 
the foot to prevent contact 
with the ground. If it is a bad 
case and the inflammation great, 
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the ball of the foot should be lanced, then bathed as stated 
above, and the pus squeezed out. When the wound is well 
cleansed dress with Lano-Kerol, place a pad of soft material 
on the ball of the foot and bind up, repeat the treatment 
daily till the bird is cured. 

CHOLERA 

This disease seldom attacks flocks in which attention is 
paid to sanitation. It is usually found among flocks that have 
been wrongly fed and wrongly housed. As a rule it starts with 
an attack of ordinary diarrhoea, and if taken in hand at once 
may be quickly overcome, but if neglected may lead to the 
decimation of the whole flock. It is a contagious disease and 
may be caused by the flock being brought into contact with 
birds that are suffering from it. Therefore, when fresh birds 
are brought in they should always be placed in a house by 
themselves and carefully watched. The house and run in 
which they are placed should be well sprinkled with Kerol 
Sanitary Powder and as a further safeguard a few drops of 
Kerol Fluid should be mixed in the drinking water and in the 
soft food for a few days. 

When birds are affected the house and run should be well 
sprinkled with Kerol Sanitary Powder, all excreta from the 
dropping boards as well as all the litter in the houses should 
be burnt as soon as removed from the houses. Kerol Fluid 
should be mixed in the water and soft food as directed and 
the food should be changed. Green food should not be given, 
neither should bran, meat nor fish meal whilst the attack, 
lasts, the supply of hard com such as wheat, maize and oats 
may be slightly increased. The birds should be given plenty 
of fine grit and crushed oyster shell. 

COCCI DIOSIS 

Symptoms of Coccidiosis are a discharge of blood from thp 
intestines and a tendency to seek 
shelter for warmth. The bird 
appears hunched, with the feathers 
roughened. In chronic cases the 
muscles, become so weak that the 
bird is unaWe to stand- ; 
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Control and Treatment. 

Chemical disinfection of watering and feeding utensils, 
floors, coops and fowl runs is ineffective for the destruction of 
ooccidial infection, and control can be achieved by carrying 
out the following sanitary measures. 

(a) Remove all droppings so far as possible, every second day. 

if>) Shift floorless coops and pens to clean ground every second day. 

(c) Used raised wire bottoms for the floors of coops, brooders, etc. so 
far as is practicable; this allows the droppings to pass through, out 
of reach of the young birds. Boiling water destroys the infection. 

Drug Treatment. 

Up to the present time no satisfactory drug treatment of 
coccidiosis in poultry has been found, but very promising 
results have been obtained recently as a result of investiga- 
tions carried out at the Harper Adams Agricultural College, 
England. This new treatment consists in the administration of 
iodine cassinate which can be prepared in the following manner. 
A solution of one part of iodine crystals, and two parts of 
potassium iodine in 50 parts of water is prepared. 3 fluid 
ounces of this iodine solution is then added to 1 quart of fresh 
or separated mUk, and the mixture is then heated until it 
becomes white. This forms a stock solution which is given to 
the birds, one pint of the stock solution being added to every 
gallon of drinking water. 

COLDS 

It is " only a cold." True, but colds, if neglected, lead to 
roup. When birds show any discharge from the eyes or nostrils 
Kerol Fluid should be given at once. This may be done 
through the water and mash as directed. If the discharge is of 
such a character as to block the nostrils the head should be 
bathed three times daily with warm water in which a few drops 
of Kerol Fluid has been mixed, 
say half a teaspoonf ul to a quart 
of water. Any mucus about the 
face and eyes should be sponged 
away, and all that has collected in 
the nostrils should be squeezed out. 
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If the attack is dealt with as soon as the first symptoinaato 
noticed, this treatment will cause it to yield in three or fqur 
days. 

COMB DISEASES 

Diseases of the comb are not serious, excepting one, favus, 
which is a parasitic disease, very contagious and difficult to 
cure. The first symptom of favus is a small area of the comb 
covered with minute white spots, which, it neglected, soon 
spread over the comb, giving it a white, floury appearance, ka 
the disease spreads the white spots develop yellow crusts, and 
unless arrested spread to the head and neck, denuding the 
feathers. This disease, because of its contagious character, must 
be dealt with without delay. Care must be taken in the handling 
of the birds as favus is communicable to the attendant. The 
parts affected should be dressed with a strong solution of 
Kerol Fluid of ten per cent, strength twice daUy. This should 
be apphed with a camel hair brush. The parts affected should 
also be dressed after each application of the Kerol Fluid with 
Lano-Kerol. Immediately a bird is seen to be affected, it 
should be removed to a pen or coop by itself and kept in 
isolation until cured. The -drinking water and the soft food 
should be medicated with Kerol Fluid as directed until the 
attack has passed completely away. 

Birds that suffer from debility go white va. comb. The comb 
loses its colour and at times carries a Uttle white scurf. This 
is not at all serious. It may arise from wrong feeding, from 
indigestion, or from the house and run not being kept in a 
sanitary condition. A course of Epsom Salts administered 
through the drinking water for a few days, and a change' of 
diet will usually effect a cure. The water should not be made te 
taste salt, only enough Epsom Salts should be used to make the 
water taste brackish. A plentiful supply of green food is also 
of service in such cases. The house and run should be sprinkled • 
with Kerol Sanitary Powder. 

During severe weather the 
combs of such birds as Minorcas, 
Leghorns and Andalusians are apt 
to be frosted, and present a 
blackish-purple appearance. The 
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treatment is bathing with warm water morning and night,; 
then dry carefully and apply Lano-Kerol. 

CROP BINDING 

This is a common and troublesome complaint ca^if^d by some > 
indigestible substance finding its way into th^'^-^rop and' 
blocking the outlet from the crop. It may also jJfisfe from con- ■ 
gestion of the liver, which interferes with the process of 
digestion. The symptoms are a hard and distended crop, a 
darkening of the comb, inability to eat, but great desire to 
drink. To effect a cure first of all break up the contents of the 
crop as follows : — 

Add as much Glauber Salts to a pint of water as will make it 
taste salty, then pour a little at a time down the throat of the 
fowl, and gently knead the crop with the fingers so as to mix 
the liquid with the contents. By repeating this process several 
times, at intervals of two hours, the contents should, in the 
ordinary way, be broken up, but if not, and the crop stiU 
remains hard, it must be opened and its contents removed. 
This operation is not a serious one, but it requires the help of 
an assistant. The latter should hold the bird firmly by the 
legs just above the feet with his left hand, and by its wings near 
the back with his right, the fowl being placed on its side. The 
operator, parting the feathers with his left hand, should make 
an incision through the skin about IJin. in length in line with 
the spinal column, and over that part of the crop nearest to 
the head of the fowl ; then a shorter incision iato the crop. 
Previous to making the incision, however, the parts should be 
washed with a two per cent, solution of Kerol Fluid and 
water. The operator should then turn the cut edges of the crop' 
outwards through the skin, and with a small teaspoon remove 
the contents of the crop. When all has been removed, rinse out 
the crop with warm water, and with the forefinger carefully 
examine the crop to see whether it is quite empty. Should, 
there be anything too large to 
draw through, endeavour to cut 
the obstacle into pieces small 
enough to draw away without 
further enlarging the opening. 
This may be safely done with a^ ^ • 
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pair of blunted pointed scissors. Having well washed the. 
outward parts as well as the inside of the crop with the Kercd; 
Fluid solution, the incision of the crop should be closed with 
ordinary single stitches, thread being used, and the wound in 
the skin closed in similar fashion. Immediately after the 
operation is completed, give the fowl a teaspoonful of salad oil, 
and feed with- a small quantity of raw egg. All instruments 
should be left in a 1 to 100 solution of Kerol for some time 
before operating, and used still damp with the disinfectant. 
The hands should also be washed and well disinfected in 
KeroUsed water. 

EGG-BINDING 

Egg-binding usually occurs with young hens when first 
coming into lay ; at other times it occurs in very severe 
weather. It may also be due to a temporary derangement of 
the oviduct, to an abnormal-sized egg, and in some cases to 
malformation. Birds affected wiU be foimd frequently 
visiting the nest and staying there for lengthened periods and 
moping about with signs of uneasiness. Fomentations of 
KeroUsed hot water applied to the vent and passing a feather 
which has been dipped in KeroUsed salad oil into the vent, 
wiU in ordinary cases give relief. A half-teaspoonful of the 
KeroUsed salad oil may also be given as internal treatment 
through the throat. Hens that have been egg-bound should 
be fed sparingly for a day or two on warm mash only, in 
which two or three drops of Kerol have been mixed. Should 
it happen that an egg is broken the sheU and inner lining must 
be carefuUy removed with a pair of fine forceps. When this 
has been done a feather dipped in the KeroUsed oil should be 
inserted into the vent two or three times. 

GAPES 

This is one of the most troublesome complaints. It is 
mainly caused by tainted ground, and woidd never occur if all 
the ground used for chicken 
rearing was frequently disin- 
fected with Kerol. The small 
worms locate themselves in the 
bronchial tubes of the chick, 
obstructing the air passage, and 
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causmg the sufferer to gape or gasp for breath, hence the name 
gapes." In its initial stages the disease yields rapidly to 
treatment, but if neglected, it is invariably fatal. To remove the 
worms dip the end of a feather in a solution of Kerolised 
oil and insert it in the throat of the chicken, twisting it round 
and then slowly withdrawing it, when the worms wiU come 
away with it. When an outbreak of gapes occurs the chickens 
should be at once removed from the run until the ground is 
thoroughly disinfected. As a preventive, dressing all chicken 
runs with Kerol Sanitary Powder is a good thing. It is wise to 
use fresh rearing ground every year. Birds which die from 
gapes should not be buried ; they should be cremated. 

RED MITE, LICE AND ALL VERMIN 

These insect pests cause much trouble in hot weather. Red 
mite do not have their habitat on the body of the fowl, but 
hide away at the ends of the perches and in the crevices of the 
roosting house, coming out at night and tormenting the fowls, 
robbing them of their rest and sucking their blood — ^thus 
seriously affecting the health of the birds, and the pests should 
be got rid of without delay. When hens are uneasy, pecking 
about among their feathers when at roost, red mite is in all 
probabUity at the root of the trouble. The best way to eradi- 
cate this pest is to spray the interior of the house with Kerol 
(1 in 100), working it into every nook and comer. The htter and 
the dropping boards should be well sprinkled with Pulvex Vermin 
Powder and the perch ends painted with the Kerol solution. 

The birds themselves should be given a good dusting with 
Pulvex Vermin Powder. 

Lice and other vermin should be got rid of by dusting the 
birds individually and thoroughly with Pulvex Vermin Powder, 

ROUP 

Roup often foUows neglected colds, but there are other 
causes. When an attack breaks 
out, the affected birds should be 
isolated as quickly as possible as 
the disease is very contagious. Five 
drops of ammoniated tincture of 
quinine may be given . to each 
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affected bird every night. In addition Kerol should be added' 
to the drinking water and wet mash in the maximum pro- 
portions recommended, or as nearly so as possible. In 
very severe cases a yellow crust wiU be found inside the 
mouth. This should be scraped away with a thin piece of 
wood damped in Kerol solution, and a little sulphate of zinc 
applied to the affected parts nightly. After handUng birds 
affected with roup, care should be taken thoroughly to 
disinfect with 1 part of Kerol to 100 parts water the hands 
and all else that has come in contact with the bird. When a bird 
dies its carcase should be burnt. It is one of themostcohtagious 
diseases to which fowls are subject, and to prevent contagion 
spreading, the house and run should be weU sprayed with 
a 1 in 100 solution of Kerol. It is a moot point whether it is 
either wise or profitable to attempt to cure any form of roup 
except the most simple, which arises from cold. Diphtheritic 
roup is very obstinate, yet the writer has cured bad cases. 

SCALY LEG 

Scaly leg is a diseased condition of the leg scales, which 
become encrusted with a powdery substance, rendering them 
very unsightly and causing great inconvenience to the bird. 
It is a parasitic disease. The scales on the legs of a fowl fit 
together very closely. When the bird is young they are always 
compact and neat, but as it grows older they expand and grow 
hard at the same time. The fowl in scratching about for food, 
particularly amongst ashes and other gritty substances, 
increases this roughness and so opens up the scales to admit of 
the entrance of a tiny parasite which begins at once to throw 
out a floury eruption. The disease is quickly spread through 
the medium of the perches, which should therefore be removed 
and washed with Kerol soft soap from time to time. Treat- 
ment consists in first scrubbing all possible dirt away from the 
leg of the bird affected, with Kerol soft soap and hot water j 
then applying Lano-Kerol. After 
three or four dressings at inter- 
vals of three days a cure will be 
effected. Birds which have & free 
grass run seldom suffer from 
scaly leg. 

10 
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KEROL 



Kerol is a powerful and economical fluid, specially prepared 
for use in connection with poultry and livestock generally, both 
for external disinfection and internal treatment. Although it 
ifl an extremely powerful germicide it has no harmful effects 
whatever when used in accordance with directions. Moreover, 
it is very economical, and can be used for all general disinfec- 
tion at the rate of 1 -600 or 1 tablespoonful to 2 gallons of water. 



DILUTION TABLE 

For the routine disinfection of houses, incubators, floors, 
woodwork and boards, where disease is not in evidence, 1-600, or 
1 tablespoonful to 2 gallons. 

Ditto, where disease is suspected or in evidence, 1-100, or 1 
tablespoonful to 2\ pints. 

For disinfection of hands and instruments, 1-100, or 1 
tablespoonful to 2 J pints. 

For use in runs and scratching sheds to disinfect and sterilise 
the soil, 1-300 or approximately 1 tablespoonful to 1 gallon. 
For mixing with lime wash, 1-16, or 1 pint to 2 gallons. For 
painting of perches, neat over ends and sockets. 

For use in drinking water. Only the faintest taint should at 
first be given to the water, and this is best done by swishing a 
stick wWch has been previously dipped in diluted Kerol (say 
1-60) through the water. The amount may be gradually in- 
creased, as the birds become accustomed to the taste. 

For use in mashes. Add a few drops of Kerol to the mash 
water and as soon as the birds have become habituated, in- 
crease the quantity gradually each week until at the end of two 
months the birds are taking the full dose — 1 tablespoonful of 
Kerol to every 5 lb. of dry 
mash, which is the maximum 
proportion necessary. 

For use with salad or olive oil. 
1 tablespoonful of Kerol to 1 pint 
of oil. 

11 
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KEROL SANITARY POWDER 

Six times more powerful than a 15 per cent, pure carfoolio 
acjd powder. 

For use on ground ; for use on floors of scratching sheds and 
brooder houses ; for dropping boards — sprinkle lightly but 
evenly. 

PULVEX VERMIN POWDER 

The necessity of a vermin powder such as Pulvex cannot be 
emphasised too strongly, and its use must not be compared with 
that of a disinfectant powder: Pulvex is superior to aU other 
types of powder as it actually kills insects and does not 
merely stupefy or drive them away elsewhere, only to reinfest 
the birds later ; moreover it will give definite protection 
against reinfestation so long as it remains in the plumage. 
• Furthermore, it is perfectly safe in use, and does not stain 
the plumage. Always remember that lice-infested broody hena 
^o not sit regularly and the hatching suffers, but one or two 
apphcations of Pulvex wUl obviate this trouble. 

In addition to the dusting of infested birds Pulvex should be 
eprinkled regularly into the nest boxes and dust baths. 

■ Pulvex should always be used : — 

1. For keeping pedigree breeding stock free of insect 
pests. 

2. On new stock immediately on arrival, to ensure that 
no vermin is introduced by them. 

3. For the eradication of lice on birds prior to killing 
for table. 

4. On exhibition birds, to ensure complete cleanliness. 

LANG -KEROL is compounded of the very finest lanoline 
with the correct proportion of Kerol which renders it perf eotlj^ 
antiseptic. » i 

KEROL SOFT SOAP is ex- 

cellent for cleansing the houses 
and has a very high disinfecting 
efaoiency equal to half its own 
weight of pure CarboUc Acid. 

12 
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KEROL FARM DISINFECTANT 






8 oz. tin 
Pint „ 
Quart,, 
igaU.,. 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


lOd. 1 gall, tin 
1/6 6 „ drum 
2/3 40 „ cask 

4/3 


• • 
pel 


7/- 

24/6 

4/6 

■gaU. 



KEROL SANITARY POWDER 

Tins approx. 1 lb. lOd. Tins approx. 2 lbs. 1/3 
1 cwt. bags .. 16/- cwt. 

PULVEX VERMIN POWDER 

Small sifter top tins . . . . . . 9d. 

1 lb. „ „ „ 2/6 

7 lb. tins 12/6 

LANO KEROL 

In collapsible tubes .. 1/3 

KEROL SOFT SOAP 

1 lb. tins .. lOd. 7 lb. tins .. 4/8 

1 cwt. keg . . 60/- 

DISINFECTANT MEASURING PUMP 

6/- plus postage. 

Vcr ease in measuring and prevention of vaste. 



